ST. JOSEPH PARISH

BOSTON
September 5 Offertory

Saturday
4:00 PM

September 11
For all victims of 9/11

Sunday
9:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:00PM

September 12
Charlene Piccolo-Stipo
John Curley - 1st Anniversary
Paul Sullivan

Monday
12:10 PM

September 13
Parishioners

Tuesday
12:10 PM

September 14
Barbara Bagni

Wednesday
12:10 PM

September 15
David J. McKeen

Thursday
12:10 PM

September 16
In memory of the Marron Family

Friday
12:10 PM

September 17

Saturday
4:00 PM

September 18
Bramante Family

Sunday
9:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:00PM

September 19
West-Ender Mass
Parishioners

Sanctuary Lamp

$2,706

Week of September 12
In memory of Don Gregory

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Thank you to the members of the finance committee who
met this past week. We appreciate the time and effort, the
talent they are willing to share for all our sakes. Thanks!
THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA
This week’s Second Collection supports The Catholic University of America (CUA) and its scholarship fund for the
needy students. CUA, located in Washington, D.C. is the
national university of the Catholic Church. Many priests
and professional lay ministers throughout the US obtain
their education from CUA. For more information, please
visit www.cua.edu.
"I tell you, there will be rejoicing
among the angels of God over one
sinner who repents." - Lk 15:10
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998,
1970 CCD.

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
My raspberry patch is about three feet wide and twenty-five feet long. I planted it just
a few years ago, putting in two different varieties, a more traditional summer bearing type and
what is often described as ever-bearing, which is really a type that bears its first crop in the
fall, but will bear again the next summer if you leave the canes standing. Raspberries don't
demand a whole lot of work-just some manure in the spring, appropriate watering when the
berries are forming, and pruning out the dead canes each year after the crop has been exhausted. Because of their fragility, fresh raspberries are hand-harvested, making them an expensive item in the produce department. It's always amazing to me to see a price of $5.00 on a little six-ounce container when my own little patch produces over sixty pints in July, and still more in the fall up until frost. It is a prodigious abundance.
Prodigious is an apt description for God's actions in this week's Gospel story. The parables that Jesus presents-the
lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son-each have endings that seem incredible to any sober analysis of the situations. The
value of ninety-nine sheep is huge. It is not worth it to abandon them in the desert-a place of great danger-to look for one.
Gathering friends and neighbors for a celebration costs more than the value of a single coin. And throwing a banquet for
someone who has used up half of all your assets just doesn't make sense.
But that is the prodigious nature of God. Just like my raspberry patch, which produces so much with so little effort,
God's mercy is continuously poured out over and over again. Like raspberries in a store, that mercy came at a great pricethrough the death of his Son on the cross. But God's mercy bears fruit constantly leading us back when we stray.
©2010 Liturgical Publications Inc.

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

SEPTEMBER 12, 2010

REFLECTIONS FROM
FATHER CHARLES SHEEHY
The most precious of all blessing is the Holy Eucharist,
the receiving of the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ as He
offers Himself, body and blood, to us. Our eyes do not see
Jesus but in simple terms we believe.
We see what seems to be a small piece of bread, the
touch and taste like everyday food. We might seem to hear
the words of Jesus, “This truly is my body and blood.”
Those of us who might be quite old may remember when
priest and people had to fast from food or drink if they
would receive Holy Communion. The later Masses on Sunday morning usually had few if any people other than the
priest receiving Holy Communion.
It would be well for all of us to reflect before Holy Communion on the brief words, “Sight, taste and touch in thee
are each deceived, the ear alone most truly is believed, we
believe all the Son of God has spoken, in truth’s own word
there is no truer token.”
We might try to remember and borrow from the thief who
was crucified with Jesus, “Lord remember me when you
come into your kingdom.”

20th ANNUAL IRISH FESTIVAL
The Irish Cultural Centre of New England’s 20th Annual
Irish Festival will take place September 17th, 18th and 19th
at 200 Boston Drive, Canton, MA for more information
www.irishculture.org or 1-888-GO-IRISH.

WEST-ENDER MASS
Next Weekend— Sunday, September 19
Letters have gone out inviting people back to St. Joseph’s Church to celebrate our West-Ender Mass on
Sunday, September 19 at 11:30. If you know individuals who would like to celebrate with us, please
feel free to invite them to join us.
A reception and light lunch will be held in the parish
hall immediately after the Mass. A donation of $10
would be appreciated. If you can volunteer to help,
please call Theresa Raso at 617-723-8848.
A special booklet with the names of deceased West
Enders will be published and distributed at the Mass.
This booklet will help us recall names from the past
and helps us all to remember our loved ones prayerfully into the future. If you would like the name of a
former West Ender included in this booklet, please
submit the information (please print clearly) to the
parish office by Tuesday, September 14.

Come to THE FAMILY MASS on September 26.
Register your family for Religious Education that
day!
Are you good at crafts? Can you sing? Do you
like to organize? Help us! Volunteer opportunities are
available and can be arranged to meet your schedule!
Catechists are needed for grades 1, 2, 3-5 and
6-8. Please send an email or give a call if you can help
out again this year or would like to join our group for
the first time. Can you give just a few days? One day?
We meet 10-11:15 Sunday mornings. Contact the Faith
Formation Office at repatharis@verizon.net or 781535-8655.
Parents! Come to an Introduction to the Religious Education Program for Grades 1-10 on Tuesday, September 21 at 7pm or Sunday, September 26 at
10am in the Church Hall. More Information? Contact
repatharis@verizon.net or 781-535-8655, the Faith
Formation Office.
Religious Education Registrations will be emailed to our current families on September 13. Plan
to return them at Mass on the weekend of 9/25-6.
Registrations for new families will take place at the
Parent Meetings and after the Masses on the weekend
of 9/25-6. Please note: There is a Registration Fee of
$25 per child and $50 for Families to cover the cost of
text books and materials.

ST. JOSEPH’S GRAND STAIRCASE
That’s right we have a Grand Staircase at St Joseph’s!. Next week after the 11:30 Mass we will
have the ribbon cutting of the new St. Joseph’s
Grand Staircase. We have been told that the staircase has been closed for the past forty years. It
leads from the back of the church directly to the
parish hall and will offer easy access to the restrooms. Our kid’s corner has been moved to the
other side of the foyer so that our little ones are not
near the stairs during Mass. Onward and upward!

