ST. JOSEPH PARISH

BOSTON
ST.JOSEPH PARISH

Proudly Serving Boston’s Historic West End & Beacon Hill Neighborhoods since 1862

Rev. Daniel C. O’Connell, Pastor
Organist-Music Director: Joseph Cipoletta

Parish Secretary: Fran Ryan

Religious Education/Faith Formation: Pat Harris
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Reconciliation: Sat 3:15pm
Tel: 617-523-4342
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OUR PARISH SUPPORT
Offertory - April 17

$3,972.

Saturday
8:00 PM

April 23 — Holy Saturday
Easter Vigil Mass

Sunday
9:00 AM
11:30 AM

April 24 — Easter Sunday
Easter Mass
Easter Mass

Monday
12:10 PM

April 25
Janet Ryan

Tuesday
12:10 PM

April 26
In Honor of Our Mother of Good Counsel

Wednesday
12:10 PM

April 27
Agnes White Brian - (1st Anniversary)
and Patricia McCarthy Brian

Thursday
12:10 PM

April 28
Florence Faucher

Friday
12:10 PM

April 29
For Peace in the World

TO GIVE THANKS!

Saturday
4:00 PM

April 30
MaryAnn McLaughlin

EASTER COLLECTION-CLERGY BENEFIT TRUST

Sunday
9:00 AM
11:30 AM
5:00 PM

May 1
Al Rossi
John & Nora Shea
Parishioners

SANCTUARY LAMP - MONTH OF APRIL
Our prayer in memory of - George MacKool

OUR EASTER CANDLE
This year our beautiful Easter Candle is a gift
to St. Joseph Parish in loving memory of the
DelVecchio family. The candle will be used at
all Masses during Eastertide, during all Masses
in November and during the rest of the year at
Funeral Masses and Baptisms.

There is one collection this week. It supports the retirement, medical and financial needs of priests of the Archdiocese of Boston. These priests have given their lives to faithfully serve Christ, the Church and you. On behalf of all of
our priests, thank you in advance for your generosity.

Easter Sunday: The Resurrection of the Lord
Easter symbols are all about life. The lilies that bloom radiate living beauty. Easter eggs symbolize the life that
breaks out of the tomb. The Easter candle burns brightly as a sign that light conquers darkness, a light that brings life to all.
Water is needed by every living thing. Even secular symbols like rabbits and chicks point to abundant life.
The cross that graces so many Easter cards as well as the Easter candle itself, also reminds us that Easter is about
death-and transformation.
This is the hard truth of the Easter message. Life comes at a price, and eternal life at the costliest price of all: the
death of the only-begotten Son. Christ's death brings life, and is so radically transformative that even the very instrument of
his death is seen today as a sign of life for all. The newly baptized are sealed with a cross of chrism on their forehead, a fragrant transformation of the ashes that graced us all at the beginning of Lent. The newly baptized died to sin in the bath of
water and rose to life in Christ, and the rest of us renewed our baptismal commitment to follow Christ faithfully through
life. This Easter day is a celebration and a commitment, a promise to leave the past behind and to walk in the newness of
life.
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EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 24 2011

REFLECTIONS FROM
FATHER CHARLES SHEEHY
The couple came to see the priest in regard to their
coming marriage. The priest knew one member who rarely
attended Mass, and the other was not a Catholic. It was
scarcely encouraging for the priest, but he did witness the
marriage.
The couple moved out of state and about a year
later came to see the priest. What a surprise! The couple
had a little infant, were active in attending Mass, and had
encouraged others to come with them. Somehow they had
heard Christ and had acted on His love and words.
Jesus Christ is the everlasting and eternal Son of
God. He had reached out to a wonderful St. John the
Evangelist, to an impetuous St. Peter, and countless others.
They were and would be free to accept or deny Him.
As in the past, Jesus Christ is with us two thousand
years later. The Virgin Mary encouraged her Son to help a
young couple at a wedding. There is every reason to believe that she is just as influential with her Son now as she
was in the past.
A little old retired man spent many hours in church.
He said, “I talk to God, and He talks to me.” Most people
don't have this time; still God hears brief prayers too.

EASTER EGG HUNT
The St. Joseph Parish Easter
Egg Hunt will take place on the
grounds around the church, weather permitting, after the
11:30 AM Mass this Sunday.
LITTLE WHITE BOOKS
Each book contains readings and meditations for the
Easter Season. They are available at the church entrance
and cost $2.00 each. They invite us to give the Lord six
minutes a day.
PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL will meet this Monday,
April 25, 2011 at 7:00pm in the Parish Hall.
PARISH COUNCIL There will be a Parish Council meeting this Tuesday, April 26, 2011, at 7:00pm in the Parish
Hall.
ST. JOSEPH’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY
Please come to the first meeting of the 150th anniversary
committee on Monday, May 16 from 6:30 PM to 7:30
PM in the Parish Hall to begin planning our year-long
celebration. We want to hear your ideas and suggestions. There also are many small but meaningful opportunities for your participation. If you cannot make the
meeting but are interested in being involved, please
email the committee chair, Denise Tompkins at
dentomp@aol.com or let Fr. Dan know of your interest.

Welcome! Alleluia! Congratulations to Paul Batterton,
Kenneth Canaan, Neil Ranney, and Shawn Willliams on
becoming fully initiated into the Catholic Church. Continue to keep them and all the people who came into the
Church this Easter in your prayers. Thank you.
The last class of the year for our children’s religious education classes will be May 1 at 10:00 am.
Any Preschoolers interested in participating in the May
Crowning are welcome to come to the Parish Hall, Sunday
May 1, at 10:00 am to prepare their instrument for the procession.
First Communion practice will be May 1, at 10:00 am.
Please meet in the Hall for opening prayer. One adult from
each family is asked to come so you can help them the following Sunday. Please keep these grace filled children in
prayer -- John Cassedy, Andrew Chan, Cameron Demerski,
Margaret Fleck, Riley Leetch, Nico Morreale, Caitlin Poltack, Kelsie Rizzo, Jonathan Vilms, and Theodore Wilson.
FIRST COMMUNION PRAYER
Dear Jesus, through bread and wine at the Last Supper, and
by your holy word, you gave the Eucharist to your church.
You transformed common food and drink into your Body
and Blood, and offered us a share in your life in ways we
still cannot fully understand. Grant now that these young
people will always treasure the gift they have in you. Give
them the grace to be faithful to you and to remain in communion with your church. As they receive their first Communion, the Bread of Life and Cup of Salvation, make
them always aware of the hope they have for eternal life in
you.
Amen.

Our last Family Mass of the year will be May 15 at the
11:30 Mass. Please come 15 minutes early to participate in
the procession to Crown Mary. Children of all ages are
welcome!

EASTER DECORATIONS
Thanks to all who donated to our Easter Flower
Offering to help beautify our church and allow
us all to keep our beloved ones in our prayers.
We wish to thank all those who helped with our
Easter decorating to make our church look so
beautiful. Job well done!

